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MN ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

Q EIS

An in-depth analysis for
major development
projects that will
significantly change the

environment

=Also covers social and
economic impacts
=Examines if alternative
project designs or
locations would result in
fewer environmental
Impacts

—ls EAW

20 guestions to
determine if the project
will have significant

environmental impacts

= Act as a source of
Information to guide other
approvals

= Serve as scoping
document - used to
outline the issues that will
be addressed in an EIS
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EAW PROCESS - FLOW

RGLI orders a
discretionary EAW
or a mandatory
EAW is requnired
(4410, 100400

RGU mmst malke EIS_\
need decizion within 15
days of end of comment

Project proposer
sobmits completed
data portions of
EAW to the RGTT
(4410 1400)

(-R.E\’i.EWE.'I'E have 3'5“”|

days to submit
written comments
to the RGU. The

perod, or op to 30 days
if decision is to be made
by a board or council

(4410.1700 Subp. 2)

Insufficient Information

M

RGU may host a

public meeting to

gather comments
l\_ (4410 16007

Ling
Om?aj‘fo -

Obtain Missing Information

y

r'W-]:{'IZ}I_I postpones EIS
need decision for up to
30 days to obtain
missing information_
RGLT prowvides written
notice to affected parties
@410_1?1}0 Subp. 2a B)

RGU makes positive EIS
declaration and inclundes
studies to gather missing

RGU reviews project
proposer’s data
submittal and makes

F.GU deems data N
submittal incomplete
and returns submuittal

determination of

completeness within
30 days

(441014007

(_RGU distributes the\
draft EAW for
comments amd

publishes notice in the

EQB Monitor. RGTLT
publishes notice in
local newspaper within
5 days of distribuotion

to project proposer

for completion of
missing data
(4410 1400)

S

RGU dee ms_‘

data submittal
complete and
notifies project
proposer
within 5 days
(4410.1400)

r RGLT adds N
supplemental
information to
EAW. if necessary,
and approves EAW
for distribution
within 30 days

\_ (4410.1500) )

(’-RGU makes EIS neeﬁ
decision and prepares
record of decision,
incloding findings of
fact and responses to all
substantive comments

(4410, 1700 Subp. 3 & 4)
\_ J
)T.

info in scope of ELS
(44101700 Subp. 2a A)

44101400
" D S S

4 N

RGU distributes
notice of decision
within 5 days of
decizion. MNotice 1s
published in EQB
Monitor

\_(4410' 1700 Subp. 5}_/’

Note — no graphic described for EIS
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NEPA

*NEPA requires federal agencies
to assess the environmental
effects of their proposed actions
before making decisions

=Process and format differ across
federal agencies

=Allows for and encourages
coordination with state
processes

*MN conducts joint state/federal
environmental review by project
MQOUs

*Federal Scoping only ends with
record of decision




NEPA (CONTINUED)

LEAD AGENCY

*The agency carrying out
the federal action is
responsible for complying

with the requirements of
NEPA.

“Federal agencies,
together with state, tribal
or local agencies, may act
as joint lead agencies.
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COOPORATING

AGENCY

=Agency having special
expertise with respect to
an environmental issue or
jurisdiction

*Participate in the NEPA
process at the earliest
possible time

*Develop info/prepare
environmental analysis
based on their special
expertise



POLYMET EXAMPLE

“CO-LEAD AGENCIES: MnDNR, USACE, USFS

*COOPERATING AGENCIES: Fond du Lac Tribe, Grand
Portage Tribe, Bois Forte Tribe, USEPA

*ASSITING AGENCIES: MPCA, MDH

*DNR CONSULTANT: Environmental Resource Management
and its subcontractors

*DNR OUTSIDE COUNSEL: Crowell & Moring

== -~ - Photo Credit: StarTribune



EIS DECISIONS

The process (rule) was followed

The Final EIS adequately addresses the issues
identified in the Final Scope

The proposed action is described in sufficient
detalil

'he EIS adequately presents alternatives to the
proposed action, their impacts, and mitigation

Responds to Comments recelived

« DOES NOT APPROVE OR ENDORSE THE PROJECT

« DOES NOT SKIP PERMIT PROCESS




w EIS DECISIONS

*The EIS process ends with Record of Decision.
*The ROD explains the agency decision

=Describes alternatives considered (including
the environmentally preferred alternative)

*Discusses plans for mitigating potential
environmental effects and monitoring those
commitments

« DOES NOT APPROVE OR ENDORSE THE PROJECT

« DOES NOT SKIP PERMIT PROCESS




IT TAKES TIME
Polymet Example



IT TAKES TIME
Polymet Example

March 3,
2016

Final EIS for
proposed
NorthMet
Mining Project
and Land
Exchange in St.
Louis County,
Minnesota is
adequate
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